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	Te Hā-ā-Nuku

Ngāti Rangi Claims Committee Pānui

Whāia e au Manganui-o-te-ao kia tau au ki runga o Ruapehu ki Ngā Turi o Murimotu ki te rohe o Paerangi-i-te-Whare-Toka i puta mai ai a Rangituhia, Rangiteauria me Uenuku-Manawa-Wiri.
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MIHI - INTRODUCTION

  Tēnā tātau me ngā tini āhuatanga o te wā.  Tēnei anō tā koutou pānui Te Hā-ā-Nuku e tuku atu ana i ngā rongo o te wā.
  Otirā, e mahara tonu ana mo te ngarotanga atu o Te Arikinui Te Atairangikaahu ki te waro hunanga o hōna tūpuna kei Taupiri maunga.  Nō reira, kei te Ariki-tapairu, te puhi kahurangi o Tainui Waka, te tumu here i ngā waka o te motu puta noa i te Moananui-ā-Kiwa, e moe.  Hoki tonu mai ki hō tātau mate maha kei ngā papatairite o maunga Ruapehu, arā, ko ngā uri o nga Rangituhia, Rangiteauria me Uenukumanawawiri, heke iho ki tō tātau awa, puta noa.  Nō reira, haere, oti atu rā.
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The late Te Arikinui Dame Te Atairangikaahu

  This photo was taken at her 40th Koroneihan, 23 May 2006.
Whakangaro atu ki te pō

Moe mai me ngā kīngi me te iwi nui tonu
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The new Māori King: Kīngi Tūheitia Paki

  Taken the day of his coronation prior to the funeral service for his late mother.

E tū e te Kīngi hou ki runga i te ahurewa tapu!.


  Inā te kōrero, hīnana ki uta, hīnana ki tai, te rā ka haeata ki runga Pūkawa, ki runga te ao Māori kia tū kaha ai tātau i tēnei ao.
  He mihi hoki ki hā tātau tamariki i tū ai i te ātaamira mo ngā Manu Kōrero – tēnā hoki koutou.

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

  With the passing of our late Māori Queen, Te Arikinui Dame Te Atairangikaahu in August, there seems to be a sense of unity developing, this will was galvanized at the opening of the new Wharepuni Manunui-ā-Ruakapanga at Pūkawa on the shores of Lake Taupō on the 18th November.  It was also be the 150th anniversary of the hui held at Pūkawa called to establish the Kīngitanga.

    The unity mentioned above, trickled on with a positive week for our people at the Tribunal Hearings held at the Powder Keg and Tirorangi Marae for the Tongariro Power Development (TPD).  We’ve also just finished the Crown Hearings at the Ohākune Working Men’s Club and this concludes on submissions from both tangata whenua and the Crown for the Tongariro National Park.

  Our people have also been busy regarding the Te Whiringa Muka Trust (Fisheries MIO), the Pākaitore settlement as well as the Hikairo Hearings at Pāpākai and Tūwharetoa nui tonu Hearings at Ōtūkou.

  In our 2007 edition, we will give an overview of the Tongariro National Park Hearings and provide information on what’s happening in preparation of the Whanganui Hearings which are expected to start around June 2007.
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Confluence of the Wahianoa & Whangaehu Rivers

Wāhiānoa River at a reduced flow in 2006 with a touch of snow!
TONGARIRO POWER DEVELOPMENT TRIBUNAL HEARING: 28 Aug-1Sept 
  The Tongariro Power Development (TPD) has been a bone of contention for our people since the diversion of the Whanganui headwaters in 1972 and then the 22 upper tributaries of the Whangaehu in Karioi in 1980.  The establishment and lack of consultation with tangata whenua is acknowledged as a grievance and was agreed that this issue would be covered during the Tongariro National Park Inquiry.
  The hearings started on Mon 28 August and the first day was held at the Powder Keg in Ohākune where Genesis Energy gave the majority of their evidence before the Tribunal.  The remainder of the week was held at Tirorangi Marae, Karioi and allocated to tangata whenua and technical witnesses.  Also during that week time was given to Ngāti Haua who were the last Whanganui Iwi grouping to present before the National Park Tribunal.
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	Diverting our Waterways

An example of a diversion of our waterways.

Taken during the April Site Visit


  There were a number of tangata whenua claimant groups that gave kōrero:

· Rangiteauria Uri Claim (seven witnesses)
· Tamahaki Claims (one witness)

· Tamakana Claims (one witness)

· Ngāti Hikairo Claims (one witness)

· Ngāti Rangi Claims (five witnesses)

  The kōrero presented to the Tribunal gave an overview of our traditional practices, the issues we continue to have with the TPD and highlighted the way our environment and our people have been treated by the Crown and the varying branches of the Executive, Judiciary and/or Legislature.

  The general feeling during the week was one of unity and it was also noted that none of the different claimants counsel challenged or attacked tangata whenua witnesses.  The technical witnesses also assisted in highlighting the Crowns failure to recognise our rights that should have been guaranteed through the Treaty of Waitangi.
NGĀTI HAUA TRIBUNAL HEARING FOR THE TNP INQUIRY: 31 Aug
  The Thursday of the TPD Hearings Week was allocated for Ngāti Haua to present their grievances before the Tongariro National Park Tribunal.  Four of our whānau gave kōrero about issues that affected Ngāti Haua in the National Park.
	Ngāti Hāuaroa Whānau at Tirorangi Marae:
L-R: Louise Wahapa, Archie Taiaroa, Angie Hose
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  It was also heartening to see our kuia mōrehu, Kui Ani Henry give her evidence.  Our whānau concluded their presentation with the evidence of matua Archie Taiaroa and his kōrero was concluded with the Tira Hoe Waka waiata, Pōkarekare ana ngā tahataha o ngā wai o Whanganui.

  Ngā mihi kia koutou Ngāti Hauaroa te pupuru nei i te Puru-ki-Tuhua.
GENESIS HIGH COURT DECISION
  On the Tuesday afternoon of the TPD week of hearings at Tirorangi in October, separate to the Tribunal proceedings, the High Court released its decision on the Genesis Energy appeal.  This appeal was based on the Resource Consent application and consequent Environmental Court hearings held at Tirorangi in 2003.  In essence, the recent decision has made our iwi struggle harder though we continue to uphold what is dear to us.  The photo below illustrates the affect of a diversion on our awa and why we continue our struggle.
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Wahianoa Intake:
This is the Wāhiānoa below its diversion.  This photo highlights why so many of our people are passionate about TPD issues.

  Effectively, the High Court who heard Genesis’ appeal last year has revoked the 10 year consent 
and told the Environment to consider a longer 
resource consent term.

GENESIS HIGH COURT DECISION Cont.
  This was a huge blow for our people during such a positive hearing.  This decision angered many of our people during the hearings.  Fortunately we were together and had an opportunity to meet and discuss our options.  A working group was established to identify options so as to assist the people with a way forward
  The working group has met twice and agreed after discussions with their different rohe that we as Whanganui file for an appeal.  Workshop sessions will be held in the new year to seek the ranging opinions of our people and to ascertain where we should be heading with this kaupapa.
EASTERN DIVERSION – 22 INTAKES!!!
  Che Wilson writes about his experience during the TPD Hearings week…  “For the first time ever, I was able to view the eastern diversion situated in the upper part of the Karioi Forest.  I witnessed the destruction and desecration of over 22 waterways and saw the greed of the Crown first hand.

  I had only ever seen the impact of the western diversion on the headwaters of the Whanganui and during the 2003 Environment Court Hearings I was living abroad.”

  This section of our pānui will endeavour to give people a better understanding of how the TPD affects us as Ngāti Rangi by showing seven photos taken by Keith Wood and the accompanying text outlines key issues.
PHOTO 1
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  This is not a photo from the Himalaya’s, it’s the Wāhiānoa Valley, where the headwaters of this velvet flowing awa gains momentum.  This photo is taken close to the site of one of our traditional Whare Wānanga, Te Rangiwānangananga within the Rangiwaea-Tāpiri block.

PHOTO 2
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  Photo 2 is the Tokiāhuru taken within the Rangiwaea 4F19 block.  This photo is an example of the purity and beauty of our waterways prior to them being diverted and the water taken out of our rohe.  From this pristine state they then enter the Karioi Forest where their volume increases.

PHOTO 3
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  Photo 3 shows the Tokiāhuru immediately above Intake 21, this awa has gained in volume and size from its headwaters in Photo 2.
PHOTO 4
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  Though Photo 4 on the previous page may look like a refuse depot from a distance, it’s actually the Tokiāhuru after the waters are diverted into the Wāhiānoa Aqueduct.
PHOTO 5

[image: image12]
  Photo 5 shows the Tokiāhuru 5km downstream with no flow.  The river only gains momentum again as other waterways that are not diverted feed into it so that it flows again.

  This may be disturbing to some, however not only are our key rivers affected, being: Tomowai, Mākahikatoa, Wāhiānoa and Tokiāhuru, we also have small puna that feed into the Aqueduct and on to Lake Moawhango as in Photo 6 below.
PHOTO 6
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  This puna is diverted at Intake 12 that would normally feed into the Wāhiānoa River.  This intake highlights the greed of the Crown in taking our resources away from us.

PHOTO 7
 
[image: image14] Finally, Photo 7 is the Tomowai, Intake 2, during normal flow.  However, it is hard to ascertain whether this normal flow doesn’t also include water from the other intakes.

  This photo also highlights how much water could potentially run into the Whangaehu.  This is only opened when Lakes Moawhango, Rotoaira or Taupō are too high.
HEARINGS DATES AND PĀNUI

  The last two hearings for the Tongariro National Park Inquiry are for the Crown in Ohākune and Closing submissions early next year (venue to be confirmed).  This will be followed by the commencement of the Whanganui Hearings:
Rev. Mariu Unveiling
9 Dec

Ōtūkou
Tira Hoe Waka

5-20 Jan 07
Awa
TNP Week 9 Closing:
30 April 07
tbc 

Whanganui Hearings
June 2007
tbc
  If at any time you have pānui that you wish to share with the iwi, please feel free to let the editor of Te Hā-ā-Nuku know: che@intugen.com
WEBSITE – www.kahuimaunga.com 
  Our website is frequently updated, here’s the latest update on hits over the past few months: Sept 06: 4,175 hits, Oct 06: 2,815 hits, Nov 06 3,040 hits.
  We also have a registration page now up on our website and we encourage as many uri to check out the website and REGISTER – this will help us keep in contact with uri.  So far we’ve had a slow response to registrations, so the more the merrier!
CONTACT
  For more information, contact: Wendy Arahanga-Epiha (Claims Manager) on zinger@xtra.co.nz or a NRCC Committee member.
  For pānui or Communication issues contact the Ngāti Rangi Claims Communication Manager and editor of Te Hā-ā-Nuku, Che Wilson on che@intugen.com or 021 765681.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
  Finally, on behalf of the Ngāti Rangi Claims Committee we wish you a very happy Christmas and a prosperous 2007.  We also encourage people to get involved this coming year in preparation for the Whanganui Hearings.
Heoti anō
Nā te Kōmiti a NRCC
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